A different kind of care.
This article describes an interim home for terminally ill patients who, despite an extended prognosis, do not require highly skilled care. Patients are assessed for suitability by a professional nurse from the interim home. The assessment, although not rigid, is quite specific. Care is provided by community care workers under the supervision of, and backup from, a professional nurse. The article includes issues of family involvement, the mode of dying and a study of staff stress levels. Comparisons are drawn between the interim home and the high care hospice centre and some interesting findings emerge.